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Simplifying Publishing with Smart Contracts
and Automatic Payments
Introduction

The publishing world is changing fast. E-books are popular, stories travel across countries, and
people love streaming content. But managing payments to authors and tracking who owns what
(called royalties and rights) can be a big hassle for small and medium-sized publishing companies.
Old systems, such as spreadsheets and slow emails, make things harder than they need to be.

New technologies, like smart contracts and automatic royalty payments, are here to help. These
tools make paying authors easier, faster, and clearer. For publishers who want to stay ahead, using
these tools is becoming a must.

1. The Problem with Old Royalty Systems
Managing royalties the old way is tough:

Lots of Work: Publishers spend hours on spreadsheets, checking sales and calculating payments.
This can lead to mistakes.

Trust Issues: If payments are late or wrong, authors get upset, which can hurt a publisher’s
reputation.

Complicated Deals: With different contracts, regions, and sales channels, it's easy to miss
something important.

This takes time and energy that could be used for more exciting things, like finding new authors or
growing the business.

2. What Are Smart Contracts?



Smart contracts are like digital agreements that work automatically. They're stored on a blockchain,
which is a secure, digital record.

Once a sale happens, the smart contract figures out who gets paid and sends the money right away,
no waiting or manual steps needed.

Unlike regular contracts, smart contracts are clear and can’t be changed without everyone agreeing.
Authors and publishers can see every sale and payment in real time, which builds trust and reduces
arguments.

3. How Automatic Payments Work
Automation makes the whole process smoother:
Track Sales Instantly: When someone buys a book online, the system records it right away.

Calculate Payments: The smart contract uses the contract rules to figure out how much each
person gets.

Pay Fast: Authors get their money quickly, with clear details about their earnings.
See Everything: Publishers can check every step, so there’s no confusion.

This cuts down on errors, saves time, and lets publishers focus on growing their business.

4. Why Automation Helps Publishers

Using smart contracts and automation does more than save time:

Saves Money: Less manual work means lower costs and happier teams.

Builds Trust: Clear, instant records make authors and partners feel confident.

Easier Rules: Automation helps follow laws in different countries, making audits simpler.

Stays Competitive: A smooth, reliable system attracts authors and helps your business stand out.

5. Choosing the Right Automation Tool
When picking a royalty management system, look for:
Easy Connection: It should work with your current tools, like sales or accounting software.

Growth-Friendly: The system should handle more books, authors, or markets as your business
grows.

Flexible: It should manage different types of contracts and deals easily.

Secure and Supported: Pick a system with strong security, follows laws, and has good customer
support.
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6. Top Tools for Publishers

Some popular platforms include:

Revelator: Great for managing rights and payments, with strong analytics.
Paperchain: Fast payments and works well for smaller publishers.
Bookchain: Built for publishing, with tools for rights, payments, and data.

Choose one that fits your needs, budget, and markets.

7. How to Start Using Automation
Switching to automation takes planning:
Check Your Systems: Look at your current tools and data to plan the switch.

Get Everyone Involved: Talk to your finance, legal, and editing teams to make sure everyone
agrees.

Train Your Team: Teach staff how to use the new system and keep them updated.

Keep Watching: Check for problems and ask your team for feedback to improve.

8. Avoiding Mistakes

Automation can have challenges:

Messy Data: If your sales or rights info is scattered, clean it up first.

Legal Issues: Laws differ by country, so work with experts to stay compliant.

Contract Errors: Make sure the smart contract matches your deals exactly to avoid mistakes.

9. Success Stories
Some publishers are already winning with automation:

A UK academic publisher used smart contracts to pay scholars and illustrators faster. Payments
went from six weeks to two days, saving time and making authors happier.

A US fiction publisher used Paperchain to handle tiny payments for short stories. Authors loved
seeing real-time sales and earnings, and it helped attract new writers.

These examples show that good planning and clear systems make a big difference.
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10. The Future of Publishing

Automation is changing publishing for the better. New tech like artificial intelligence can predict sales,
and blockchain makes licensing easier. Soon, payments could be instant and work across the world
without hassle.

Call to Action

Want to make your royalty system better? Look into smart contracts and automation tools to save
time and stay ahead. Contact us for help picking the right system for your business. The future of
publishing is fast, clear, and exciting, don't get left behind!

Book a Demo

+44 203 0313 866

sabineguerry@cloudpublish.co.uk

Share your thoughts or follow us

Follow us on Linkedin
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/cloudpublish/

