&9 CloudPublish

Predatory Publishing in
the Age of eJournals:
Detection, Policy, and
Author Awareness

Open access has revolutionized scholarly
publishing—making it faster, more inclusive, and
accessible to a global audience. However, this rapid
growth has also brought new challenges, with predatory
publishing emerging as one of the most concerning.

Predatory journals masquerade as legitimate publishers
but often cut corners by bypassing essential processes
such as rigorous peer review and maintaining editorial
standards. They frequently charge high fees and publish
nearly anything, which can mislead authors, distort the
scientific record, and undermine trust in academic
publishing.

For scholarly publishers committed to quality and integrity,
the proliferation of these deceptive journals complicates



efforts to uphold standards and protect the reputation of
research.

In this article, we explore how predatory journals operate,
why their presence is expanding, and what tools, policies,
and awareness strategies publishers and authors can
adopt to combat this growing threat. Understanding these
dynamics is crucial to safeguarding the integrity of
scholarly communication.

The Open Access Boom and the Rise of
Predatory Journals

The transition to open access publishing has created a
world of opportunities—making research widely accessible
and fostering greater collaboration across disciplines.
However, the very openness that empowers legitimate
research also opens doors for malicious actors.
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In the traditional subscription model, journals were
typically vetted by academic libraries and supported by
stable funding streams, ensuring a baseline of quality.
With the advent of open access and the author-pays
revenue model, journals now have a financial incentive to
accept larger volumes of papers. While reputable
platforms maintain strict editorial standards, unscrupulous
actors often exploit this shift.

Predatory journals frequently mimic the appearance of
legitimate publications—using fake impact factors,
fabricated editorial boards, and misleading claims about
indexing services. Without robust journal management
systems and vigilant oversight, these deceptive outlets
can flourish, damaging the credibility of genuine scholarly
publishing and confusing authors, reviewers, and readers
alike.

How Predatory Journals Operate

Predatory journals use several deceptive tactics:

1. Lack of Peer Review: Promising publication within
days and providing no real editorial oversight.

2. Dubious Editorial Boards: Listing fake or unaware
academics to lend credibility.

3. Poor Website Quality: Using unprofessional journal
hosting platforms with vague policies and broken links.
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4. Aggressive Solicitation: Spamming authors with
emails offering fast-track publishing for a fee.

5. False Indexing Claims: Misleading claims about being
indexed in reputable databases.

Consequences for Researchers and
Publishers

Publishing in predatory journals can have significant, long-
lasting repercussions. For authors, it can mean a loss of
credibility, wasted research funds, and potential damage
to their career prospects. These journals often lack proper
archiving, indexing, or visibility, which means the research
they publish may go unnoticed, unrewarded, and
uncited—diminishing its impact and value.

Moreover, predatory publications contaminate the
scientific literature, contributing to misinformation and
eroding public trust in scholarly communication. This not
only harms individual researchers but also undermines the
entire ecosystem of credible research dissemination.

For reputable publishers and platforms, the proliferation of
predatory journals creates a crowded, noisy environment
that threatens their reputation and integrity. As a
response, many are investing heavily in advanced tools
and technologies—such as plagiarism detection, rigorous
peer review management, and transparency initiatives—to
uphold high standards and distinguish themselves from
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illegitimate actors.

How to Detect and Avoid Predatory
Journals

Academic publishers, authors, and institutions can use the
following checklist to detect predatory journals:

e Editorial Transparency: Legitimate journals list full
editorial boards with verified affiliations.

e Clear Peer Review Process: The peer review
workflow is explained on the journal website.

e Proper Contact Information: A real physical address
and institutional emails are provided.

e Plagiarism and Ethics Policies: There are clear
author guidelines, publication ethics, and retraction
procedures.

e Transparent APCs: Fees are disclosed upfront, with
no hidden costs.

e Credible Indexing: Claims of indexing in Scopus or
Web of Science should be independently verified.

e Secure Submission Systems: Manuscripts should be
submitted via a trusted journal publishing platform, not
email.

Editorial Policy and Infrastructure
Safeguards
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Maintaining high editorial standards is essential in
combatting predatory publishing. Employing a robust
electronic journal management system ensures that
manuscripts follow structured workflows, undergo proper
peer review, and are tracked through transparent decision
logs. Peer review management software enhances
accountability and provides audit trails, fostering trust and
integrity.

A scalable journal management solution also allows
publishers to maintain consistency, monitor journal
performance, and detect unusual publishing patterns. For
example, if a journal suddenly publishes hundreds of
papers in a short time without proper editorial expansion, it
could be a sign of compromised integrity.

Investing in a cloud-based journal publishing software can
help automate key workflows, ensure data privacy, and
minimize the risk of manipulation. Integrating plagiarism
detection, DOI registration, and reviewer authentication
adds an additional layer of credibility.

At CloudPublish, we provide advanced, modular
publishing solutions designed to meet the diverse needs of
academic publishers—empowering them to uphold
standards and fight back against predatory practices.

The Role of Education and Author
Awareness

Authors are often the first and most vulnerable targets of
predatory publishers. Academic institutions should
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Incorporate training on publication literacy into graduate
programs and faculty development sessions. Publishers
can also contribute by educating their author base through
blogs, guidelines, and submission FAQs.

Simple awareness campaigns can go a long way. If
authors know the warning signs and have access to
trustworthy academic publishing solutions, they are far
less likely to fall for deceptive offers. Encouraging authors
to validate journals through community directories or
internal university resources adds a further safeguard.

Strategic Recommendations for
Academic Publishers

To protect authors and preserve scholarly trust, publishers
should consider these best practices:

e Adopt an end-to-end journal publishing platform with
built-in integrity checks.

e Join reputable publishing bodies and follow COPE and
other ethical guidelines.

e Regularly audit journal performance, editorial practices,
and peer review integrity.

e Provide full transparency around fees, author rights,
and licensing.

e Encourage open peer review or publishing of reviewer
comments where feasible.
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Combating Predatory Publishing with
Integrity and Technology

Predatory publishing poses a serious threat to the
credibility of scholarly communication. However, academic
publishers have powerful tools at their disposal to
counteract these exploitative practices. By leveraging
advanced technology, enacting transparent policies, and
maintaining an unwavering commitment to quality, the
industry can clearly differentiate legitimate open access
publishing from predatory schemes.

Digital publishing platforms, cloud-based systems, and
comprehensive content management tools enable
publishers to ensure that every submission, peer review,
and publication decision is driven by integrity. A well-
designed journal management platform, combined with
vigilant editorial oversight, significantly reduces the risk of
predatory behavior and fosters a more trustworthy
academic landscape.

Take Action Today:

Contact CloudPublish to learn how our innovative
publishing solutions can strengthen your editorial
processes and safeguard your reputation.

Together, let’s build an ecosystem where scholarly
integrity is protected, authors are empowered with
transparent information, and only trusted research earns
its rightful place in the digital academic record.
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Book a Demo

+44 203 0313 866

sabineguerry@cloudpublish.co.uk

Share your thoughts or follow us

Follow us on Linkedin
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