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How Open Access Journals
Democratise Research?

Traditional academic journals often present significant
barriers to access, including paywalls and costly
subscription fees. These financial obstacles can hinder
emerging researchers from obtaining vital, cutting-edge
data in their fields, consequently stifling innovation.
However, a transformative concept known as “open
access journals” is changing the landscape of academic
publishing.

Open access journals remove these barriers, making
research freely accessible to a global audience and
promoting greater collaboration within the academic
community. In this article, we will explore the principles of
open access journals and examine their pivotal role in
democratizing research and fostering a more inclusive
literary community.



What are Open Access Journals?

Open Access is a journal publishing model designed to
facilitate scholarly communication by making research
findings freely accessible to institutions and readers
worldwide. Simply put, Open Access journals disseminate
research articles without any access fees or restrictions,
allowing everyone to read and benefit from the research.

In this model, the financial responsibility for publication
typically falls on the author or their affiliated institution,
rather than the reader. This approach democratizes
access to knowledge, promoting wider dissemination and
utilization of research findings.

Importantly, the absence of subscription fees does not
equate to a lack of management or quality in Open Access
journals. The UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)
provides comprehensive guidelines and policies to ensure
that papers published in Open Access formats meet
rigorous quality standards. As a result, readers can trust
that the scholarly content they access is both credible and
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valuable.

Benefits of Open Access Journals

Now that you are well aware of the core concept of open
access journals, let's see what benefits they offer for
publishers and researchers:

Wide Public Engagement

Not everyone has the finances to purchase subscriptions
for scholarly articles and journals. Especially if someone is
just starting out with their research, they find it difficult to
access quality content online.

That's where open access journal publishing gets the
spotlight. When you offer journals free of cost, you invite
the general public to engage with the research papers in
the journal. They read and reuse the published content in
their own papers hassle-free.

This results in increased citations, giving credit to the main
author and helping readers locate the actual source of
information quickly. Studies also show open-access
papers have more reach than paywalled ones in two
ways: they attract more total citations, and the citations
come from scholars in different locations and institutions.

Enhanced Researcher Collaboration

In today's rapidly evolving world, there is an urgent need
for swift research and innovation across various fields.
Unfortunately, traditional paid journals often restrict access
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to valuable information, creating barriers that divide
researchers and hinder collaboration.

One of the key advantages of open access journals is their
ability to significantly enhance researcher collaboration. By
providing unrestricted access to research findings, these
journals ensure that scholars and scientists from around
the globe—regardless of their location or institutional
affiliation—can engage with each other's work. This open
access fosters a collaborative environment, where
researchers can share insights, pool resources, and tackle
complex challenges together.

Such collaboration accelerates problem-solving and drives
the pace of innovation. For example, a medical researcher
can readily access cutting-edge cancer studies published
In open access journals and collaborate with international
experts to develop improved patient care strategies. By
breaking down barriers and promoting shared knowledge,
open access journals play a crucial role in advancing
research and addressing pressing global issues more
effectively.

Good Funding Opportunities

Making open access content doesn't mean you'll be
without funding or finances. Instead, the UKRI offers
multiple funding options to support open access scholarly
authors and publishers for coming up with good content.
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It has introduced a dedicated £3.5 million fund to support
open access costs for long-form publications within the
scope of the new policy.

Getting this funding helps you overcome the financial
restraints often associated with open access journal
publishing. On top of this, it amplifies the impact of
research, promoting critical thinking and more research.

Best Practices to Publish Open Access
Journals

Here are some best practices that you should follow when
publishing open access journals to democratise scholarly
content:

Get an Understanding of Copyright and Licenses

As a publisher, it's your responsibility to thoroughly
understand copyright and licensing requirements
associated with open access journals. In the UK, open
access content typically uses Creative Commons
Licenses with CC BY Attribution to support extensive
reuse.

The research paper author has the main copyrights, which
grant publishers permission to publish and reuse your
content under license conditions. Having detailed
information about these things beforehand prevents
information misuse and legal penalties.

Set up Consistent Posting Schedules
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Another good practice is to set up consistent posting
schedules for publishing journals. Decide whether you
want to opt for rolling publications (Authors submit their
work at any time, and after review and approval, it's
published immediately) or once or twice a year. Stick to
the format you've decided, as consistent publishing builds
trust and ensures readers' engagement.

Get Peer Review

Get peer review for all your scholarly journals and articles.
Typically, peer review involves experts from a particular
field evaluating the quality and validity of research articles
for publication.

They also evaluate the article based on methodology,
potential bias, and ethical issues. The goal is to maintain
open access journals’ credibility and overall reliability.

Choose UKRI Open Access Route

For peer-reviewed research articles or journal publishing,
you should comply with UKRI routes. Two available
options include:

e Gold Open Access: Atrticles in a journal submitted and
published on or after 1 April 2022 are available for free
with unrestricted view and download on the publisher's
website from the day of publication.

e Green Open Access: Making the Authors Accepted
Manuscript for articles submitted on or after 1 April
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2022 unrestricted to view and download on a repository
from the date of publication.

Why Are Open Access Articles Better in E-
journals?

To maximise the impact of open access articles or
journals, it's best to publish them as e-journals. Why?
Nowadays, almost everyone has a smartphone and an
internet connection.

By making open access e-journals, scholarly publishers
and researchers can enhance their accessibility. More and
more people from different countries and cultural
backgrounds read and reuse the research.

This results in enhanced collaboration and knowledge
sharing across disciplines. It also removes barriers for
students and researchers from different regions. They can
get affiliated with any authentic journal via digital open-
access article publishing.

If you find digital publishing challenging, simply invest in a
reliable solution like CloudPublish to streamline all journal
publishing tasks! It's secure, scalable, and complies with
all academic publishing standards.

FAQs

Do authors have to pay for open access articles or
research papers?
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Yes, authors often have to pay Article Processing Charges
(APCs) to publish open access journals or articles.

What is open research?

Open research is actually a set of protocols and principles
that aim to make research more transparent, open, and
reusable.

What are the issues associated with open access
journals?

The issues associated with open access journals include
the potential for predatory publishing, massive financial
burdens for authors and publishers, especially without
funding, and concerns about quality.

Conclusion

Open access journals are gaining significant attention as
they provide unrestricted access to research papers and
articles, ensuring that knowledge is available to everyone.
If you're in search of a comprehensive solution for your
publishing needs, look no further than CloudPublish.

CloudPublish offers a robust set of features designed
specifically to support academic publishing. Its powerful
content management system (CMS) streamlines the
publishing process, while advanced security and
authentication measures protect your intellectual property.
Additionally, our built-in SEO optimization tools ensure
your work is easily discoverable by a wider audience.
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